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MMI Raffles Shotgun
It is not too late to purchase tickets towards the 2007 Annual Shotgun Raffle benefiting the Marion Military Institute (MMI) Foundation through the MMI Development Office.  The drawing will be held Thursday, October 4th.  This year’s shotgun is a Weatherby Athena Grade III Classic Field 20 Gauge, 28” Barrel Shotgun valued at $3,000.  The gun is an over/under model with three interchangeable chokes.  It features an oil-finished Claro walnut stock with gold inlaid pheasant and quail hunting scenes.  The gun comes with a fitted hard sided luggage type compartmentalized case made with beautiful green canvas and leather trimming.  The case is the first one of a new Weatherby design.  Many thanks go to Paul Shephard, Vice President and General Counsel for Weatherby, who assists honorary alumnus, Ramsey Knight, in obtaining the shotgun for the raffle.

For a contribution of $250, you get 15 tickets and your name will be placed in a drawing for a 2 night/3 day stay at one of many beach front condominiums available through Kaiser Realty in either beautiful Gulf Shores or Orange Beach, Alabama.  For a contribution of $500, you get 35 tickets and your name will be placed in a drawing for an overnight Quail Hunting Trip at The Cottonwoods Sportsman’s Lodge, located in the famed hunting lands of the Alabama Black Belt.  Cottonwoods is described as a superb hunting experience complete with abundant game, first class lodging, unrivaled hospitality and fantastic Southern fare.

Contributors for last year’s shotgun were John W. Anderson, Jr., Bill Clement, Glen Easter, John Gibler, an Anonymous Donor, Bill Hansen, Bob Kelley, B. Ramsey Knight, Willard Nichols, Irby Pope, Edward B. Raymon, Arthur F. Wilkerson, III, and the MMI Alumni Brigade.   The winner of last year’s shotgun was Mr. David S. Anderson of San Antonio, Texas, who is an avid bird hunter.  David is an alumnus of MMI, Class of 1970, and is the son of Mr. Paul B. Anderson, longtime resident and former mayor of Marion.  

Tickets for the Shotgun Raffle are $20.00 for single tickets, $250 for 15 tickets, and $500 for 35 tickets.  The winner will be announced October 4th.  Tickets may be purchased by phone by calling Merrily Thompson in the MMI Development Office at 334-683-2394, or mail to MMI Foundation Shotgun Raffle, 1101 Washington Street, Marion, AL  36756.

The Honor Ground Brick Project  
The Honor Ground Brick Project is dedicated to honoring the legacy of those who served their country in war and peace…and the everlasting memory of cadets, faculty, and honored friends of MMI.  The focal point of the MMI campus, The Chapel, is celebrating 150 years since its construction in 1857.  To commemorate this special year, The Honor Ground Brick Project allows you to make your name, business name, family member, friend or classmate a part of 150 years of this great educational institution while helping build the endowment of MMI.

The Honor Ground Inner Circle will feature the MMI flagpole in front of the Chapel and will add a special touch to the presentation of the colors.  By purchasing a brick you can add your name, a parent, mentor, or friend permanently to the legacy of the Chapel and the MMI Campus.  It is an opportunity to recognize current cadets or former cadets.  You can also recognize a special organization or business by adding a brick to the Honor Ground Inner Circle.

Purchase your brick now to be part of the Honor Ground Inner Circle…The Most Prominent Location.  Only 1,000 bricks are available!

You may purchase a 4” x 8” brick for $150 (3 lines per brick with 17 characters per line, or a 12” x 12” brick for $500 (7 lines per brick with 20 characters per line).  Your brick project gift is fully tax deductible.

To order your brick, go to http://donations.marionmilitary.edu/brick.html, or call 334-683-2394 or 334-683-2347, or e-mail mthompson@marionmilitary.edu.  

MMI President Publishes Book
COL. James H. Benson, USMC (Ret.), has recently published a book, So You Want To

Be A Leader. The book is written for anyone who aspires to become a leader in the military, government, business, or community. It is available to the public in soft cover now and in hardback within 90 days. It may be ordered directly from the MMI bookstore at a cost of $18.95 with a $4.95 shipping and handling charge. MMI will receive 40% from the sale of each book.

If you would like to order So You Want To Be A Leader, please visit MMI’s website @ www.marionmilitary.edu or call Wendy Nichols @ 334-683-2349.
MMI Receives New Gift
Recently Marion Military Institute (MMI) received a $50,000 grant from the Daniels Foundation of Birmingham, AL.  This gift is a result of a grant proposal to renovate the Bachelors Officer Quarters (BOQ) and convert it to a college baseball facility.  This gift

did not fund the entire proposal, but it will allow us to begin the process.
First Parade of the Year Draws Large Crowd
On Saturday, September 15, 2007, MMI conducted the Fall Cresting Parade and Ceremony.  Earning the MMI Crest officially marks the end of the of the ROC (Recruit on Campus) orientation phase.  A cadet is then considered to be a member of the Corps of Cadets and is entitled to all cadet privileges.  The parade was followed by the cresting ceremonies in each company area.   

The parade was a wonderful demonstration of just how much the cadets have learned in such a short period of time. The Walter C. Givhan Parade Field, was filled with local supporters, friends, and families of the Corps of Cadets and MMI. 
Alabama Military Hall of Honor To Induct Two
On November 9, 2007, The Alabama Military Hall of Honor will induct two Medal of Honor recipients, Colonel Charles W. Davis, USA, (deceased), and RADM Richmond P. Hobson, USN, (deceased). We would like to invite all family and friends to attend this memorable event. The induction will begin at 10:30 in The Hall of Honor on the MMI campus. The parade will follow in full- dress at 11:30 on the Walter C. Givhan Parade Field.  For more information, please contact 334-683-2346 or email COL John Gibler at jgibler@marionmilitary.edu or MAJ Willard Nichols at lenick1@pinebelt.bet. 
Quarters Masters Receives a Grand Makeover
The Reeves’ are 2 employees of MMI who did not get much rest during the summer. That is because they were too busy getting the QM looking better than ever! 

Emil Reeves, Transportation Officer, and his wife Ramona Reeves, Activities Director, worked countless hours in the renovation of the “student hangout”. It took them around 6 weeks to paint the entire inside of the QM in cheerful orange and blue colors.  Along with the many new changes was the addition of a room full of student gaming gear and updated electronic equipment. Much needed accessories such as: a new “Butterfly” ping pong table, new pub tables and matching stools, a dart game, surround sound/DVD system (that sounds like a movie theater), and curtains were made for all windows to give it a more cozy atmosphere.  Cadets can watch a DVD on the mounted television while playing FREE pool on the newly felted pool tables. The transformations don’t stop there. They even gave the snack bar a “face lift” that the cadets positively eat up, no pun intended. They have everything from hot wings to milkshakes. The main display window will soon be filled with an array of the White Knights polished trophies that will definitely give it that final sparkling touch. 
If you haven’t seen the QM lately, next time you are on campus, stroll through MMI’s beautiful campus and take a look. You’ll see why the cadets don’t want to leave and after you meet one of Marion Military Institute’s most dedicated couples, you will know that even though the majority of these cadets are away from home. They have become part of our family.
Marion Schools Competing in Eight-Man Football

This fall the high school football team is competing in an eight-man football league, the Christian Football Association, due to low numbers in the high school.  The 2007 season started slow for head coach Brandon Taylor after opening with two losses against Flint Hill Baptist (49-22) and Victory Baptist – Columbus, MS (53-18).  After some key adjustments were made by Taylor and his staff, the tigers were able to secure three straight wins against Tuscaloosa Home Educators (48-7), Victory-Millbrook (47-14), and Tri-County Christian Academy (41-40).  With four games remaining on this year’s schedule, the Marion Schools tigers are 3-2 with the toughest opponents behind them.  Coach Taylor has been pleased with the effort and overall commitment of the team this year, “The team has worked hard to compete in this league.  I think they have had fun making the adjustments from 11-man football to 8-man.  Being able to compete and having a chance to win on Friday night has been a great experience for these young men.”

Fall Baseball Season Underway

Head coach Brett Davis has completed his first recruiting season and has added depth to a squad that finished last spring with only thirteen (13) players.  Twenty-four (24) players will take the field this fall as the tigers will look to develop into a team that could become a contender in the North Region this spring and improve upon last year’s record.  Now that the fall season is already underway, Coach Davis doesn’t have to look much farther than sophomore infielder Chris Bangi as the team leader, both off and on the field.  On the field Bangi led the team in hitting (.410 average with 3 HR’s, 7 triples and 10 doubles) and fielding percentage as a freshman. Coach Davis, who enters his second season at the helm, has this to say about his statistical leader, “Chris is not only a leader on the field, but a great leader in the battalion as well. He comes to practice every day with the intent of working hard and that attitude will help this team be successful. ”

Besides the returning players, Coach Davis has brought in some outstanding freshmen talent who will be vital contributors this year.  “Pitching and defense are the keys to winning at any level, and we brought in some talent to help in those areas.” Jeremy Black and Nick Belvin will anchor the pitching staff as sophomores, with several freshmen rounding out the staff.”  Jake Wells, new assistant coach, will be responsible for developing the pitching staff this year.

With new players, a new field, and a new assistant coach in place, Coach Davis is very optimistic about the upcoming spring season. “We should be very, very, competitive this year. With the additions we’ve made to the team along with the returning players from last season providing the experience and leadership, I believe we will shock some people.  We are still in the process of building the program to the highest level possible, but we are on the right track.  The hard work will pay off in the long run for this program. Now with Coach Wells on the staff and with the enthusiasm he brings to the field, it should be a great chance for us to compete in this league. This season should be one to watch as the Tigers progress toward their ultimate goal, a championship!”
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	Day
	Date
	OPPONENT
	LOCATION
	TIME

	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	Sept. 15
	UWA Fall Tournament
	Demopolis
	

	
	
	Northeast Miss. CC
	1-10, 6-6
	6:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Sept. 18
	Wallace State CC - Selma
	Selma
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	11-11, 21-1
	

	Saturday
	Sept. 22
	Montevallo Tournament
	Montevallo
	

	
	
	Central Alabama CC
	2-6
	11:00 AM

	
	
	Southern Union CC
	0-5
	1:30 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	Sept. 23
	Bevil State - Sumiton 
	Sumiton
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	4-4, 5-3
	

	Tuesday
	Sept. 25
	Shelton State CC
	Tuscaloosa
	4:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	Sept. 28
	Central Alabama CC 
	Alex City
	2:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	Oct. 1
	Bevil State – Fayette
	MMI
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	Oct. 6
	Sophmore Workout
	AUM
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	Oct. 8
	Jeff State CC
	Birmingham
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Oct. 9
	ALABCA Tournament
	Montgomery
	

	
	
	Northwest Shoals CC
	
	10:30 AM

	
	
	Southern Union CC
	
	3:30 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	Oct. 14
	Lawson State CC
	Birmingham
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	Oct. 16
	Shelton State CC
	MMI
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	Oct. 19
	Bevil State - Sumiton 
	MMI
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	Oct. 25
	Bevil State – Fayette
	Fayette
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	Oct. 26
	Lawson State CC
	MMI
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	Oct. 29
	Orange and Black Series
	MMI
	TBA


 Basketball Poised To Make a Statement in the ACCC

With a new head coach comes a renewed spirit as the MMI’s basketball program looks to compete in its second year in the Alabama Community College Conference (ACCC). Head coach Marcus Thomas has completed his first recruiting class and seems to have the ingredients to make a chase in the North Region.  One of his recruiting goals this year was to attract student-athletes from top ten programs in their respective states.  The bulk of this year’s crop comes from Alabama and neighboring Mississippi.  Derrick Mitchell, a native from Selma, Alabama, has joined Coach Thomas’ staff and will help both in player development and in promoting Marion Military Institute’s athletic programs among area high schools.

When asked to describe the 2007-2008 team, Coach Thomas simply said, “Potential.”  Highlights of the incoming class focus around four players: Maurice Bolden, a 6’10” small forward that can play any position; Jermaine Mallett, a 6’4” physical specimen that will demand attention from all over the court; Joseph Prophet, a 6’4” power point guard that already has some four-year colleges drooling over his perimeter play; and Eric Allen, a 6’4” guard/forward who transferred from the University of Kentucky. Returning players that will be looked upon to bring needed experience and leadership to the floor are Stetson Johnson (6’7” power forward), James Bolden (6’5” forward), Tyrell Hardy (6’3” guard) and Will McGinnis (6’1” guard).  
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	Day
	
	Date
	
	Opponent
	
	Location
	Time

	Saturday
	Oct. 13
	
	East Central CC – scrimmage
	Marion
	
	8:00 AM

	Thursday
	Oct. 18
	
	East MS CC – scrimmage
	Scooba, MS
	3:00 PM

	Thursday
	Nov. 1
	
	Gordon College
	
	Marion
	
	3:30 PM

	Saturday
	Nov. 3
	
	Gulf Coast CC
	
	Panama City, FL
	7:00 PM

	Thursday
	Nov. 8
	
	Enterprise CC
	
	Enterprise,AL
	7:30 PM

	Thursday
	Nov. 15
	
	Enterprise CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 PM

	Monday
	
	Nov. 19
	
	Millsaps College (JV)
	Jackson, MS
	5:30 PM

	Wednesday
	Nov. 28
	
	Huntingdon College (JV)
	Montgomery, AL
	5:30 PM

	Saturday
	Dec. 1
	
	Jeff Davis CC
	
	Brewton, AL
	7:30 PM

	Monday
	
	Dec.3
	
	Bishop State CC
	
	Mobile, AL
	7:30 PM

	Wednesday
	Dec. 5
	
	Wallace CC Selma
	
	Selma, AL
	6:00 PM

	Friday
	
	Dec. 7
	
	Faulkner State CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 PM

	Wednesday
	Dec. 12
	
	Wallace CC Selma
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 PM

	Monday
	
	Jan. 5
	
	LBW
	
	Andalusia, AL
	7:30 

	Thursday
	Jan. 10
	*
	Bevill State CC Sumiton
	Jasper, AL
	7:30 

	Tuesday
	
	Jan. 15
	*
	Bevill State CC Fayette
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Saturday
	Jan. 19
	*
	Wallace CC Hanceville
	Hanceville, AL
	7:30 

	Monday
	
	Jan. 21
	*
	Gadsden State CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Saturday
	Jan. 26
	*
	NW Shoals CC
	
	Muscle Shoals, AL
	7:30 

	Monday
	
	Jan. 28
	*
	Lawson State CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Wednesday
	Jan. 30
	
	Huntingdon College (JV)
	Marion
	
	6:00 

	Saturday
	Feb. 2
	*
	Snead State CC
	
	Boaz, AL
	
	7:30 

	Monday
	
	Feb. 4
	*
	Shelton State CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Thursday
	Feb.7
	*
	Bevill State CC Fayette
	Fayette, AL
	7:30 

	Saturday
	Feb. 9
	*
	Bevill State CC Jasper
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Tuesday
	
	Feb. 12
	
	Snead State CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Thursday
	Feb. 14
	*
	Gadsden State CC
	
	Gadsden, AL
	7:30 

	Saturday
	Feb. 16
	*
	Wallace CC Hanceville
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Tuesday
	
	Feb. 19
	
	Gordon College
	
	Barnesville, GA
	5:00 EST

	Thursday
	Feb. 21
	*
	Lawson State CC
	
	Birmingham, AL
	7:30 

	Saturday
	Feb. 23
	*
	NW Shoals CC
	
	Marion
	
	7:30 

	Thursday
	Feb. 28
	*
	Shelton State CC
	
	Tuscaloosa, AL
	7:30 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	Mar. 1
	
	ACCC Play-Off Games 
	TBA
	
	TBA


Women’s Tennis to Debut this Fall on MMI Campus
 Tennis, anyone?
 Looking to field its first-ever collegiate Women’s Tennis Team, Marion Military   Institute’s tennis coach Charles Wright began cold-calling all incoming female freshmen in the middle of the summer in order to get a response—yes, no, or maybe—to the above question.  In addition, at the beginning of the Fall semester, the question circulated again, this time around the campus.

The answer in both cases turned out to be unequivocally and resoundingly positive.  Ten young women answered “yes” to the question, and with those affirmative responses, a tennis team was born.

 The team consists of a mixture of playing abilities, skills, and experiences, ranging from seasoned players to absolute neophytes.  According to Coach Wright, “Four of the ten players have some experience.  All of them have been exposed to doubles play, and a few have played organized tennis singles.  Of the four players, Sarah Rowe, who will play number one singles, is the most accomplished player in our lineup.  She has played extensively at singles, compiling an unblemished record in her senior year of high school and leading her team to the playoffs.  Whitney Dancaster, with her tenacious all-court game, will play at the number two singles slot, while Lindsay Morse, with her strong serve and forehand, will play number three for us.  Joan Aquino should be competitive at number four singles.”
  Rounding out the squad are the following newcomers to the sport of tennis:  Lindsey   Barber, Nina Hurst, Heather Ladnier, Yury Pieczynski, Hazel Riley, and Veronica Wolf.

 Four student managers—Ryan Attanasi, John DellAversano, Ronald Lewis, and Andrew Maglicmot—have volunteered their time and expertise to help in the inaugural campaign.

“With a tremendous amount of hard work, dedication, and effort, I think the team can be competitive.  If we win a few matches I’ll be happy.  And, if we get a lot of fans out to watch our home matches, I’ll be even happier,” Wright said, and jokingly added, “The formula for a successful year, then, is quite simple:  A Few Wins + Tons of Fans = Success.  However, this won’t be the same formula I use for success next year.”

Women’s Tennis 

Fall Schedule

Day
    Date

    Opponent




Location
Time

Fri-Sun. Sept. 21-23
  2007 Wilson/ITA Small College 
Alexander City, AL
1:30pm

             Regional Tennis Championship 

Fri -Sat   Oct. 12-13 
  Central Alabama CC Tournament
Alexander City, AL   1:00pm 

Friday
   Oct. 19
   Snead State CC


Marion, AL
           2:00pm

Saturday     Oct. 27
   Oxford College


Marion, AL
           2:00pm

WRESTLERS LOOKING TO IMPROVE ON #5 SHOWING LAST YEAR

With their first official year of recruiting completed, Marion’s wrestling coaches, Jim and Dave Hazewinkel, are looking to improve upon last year’s #5 showing at the National Collegiate Wrestling Association National Tournament.  “We think we have the right chemistry and talent this year to make another run at the National Championship.  With C.J. Hamilton (2006-2007 National Champion) and two wrestlers who earned All-American honors back from last year’s team to lead the new freshmen, Marion should be able to better last year’s mark.”  Respect for the program can already be seen in the latest NCWA Pre-Season Coach’s Poll.  Marion Military Institute’s tigers are ranked #7, and are the only two-year college to break into the top ten rankings. 

The 2007-2008 schedule has been beefed up and so have the number of wrestlers for this year’s squad.  This year the wrestling program received invitations to several top tournaments, tournaments that will see last year’s national champions, Grand Valley State University and several other top ten finishers.  Two of those tournaments are the Lone Star Duals in Dallas, Texas in which MMI will wrestle against NCAA II teams, and the prestigious National Duals in Cedar Rapids, IA where all divisions will be represented.  

This year’s team includes twelve returning wrestlers and thirty incoming freshmen for a total of forty-two (42) wrestlers.  Three of the top returning wrestlers this year that will anchor the team are C.J. Hamilton (2006-2007 NCWA National Champion) and NCWA All-Americans Jay Brenowitz and Derrick Miller.  Leading the incoming freshman are: Ben Canning (Maryland State Champion) and Adam Beavers, Ben Jones, and Chase Bryan, all Alabama State Champions.  State Runner-ups include: Dante Graham (Florida), Terry Long & Derrick Lucas (Alabama), and Mark Massay (Virginia).

 
	
	
	       Marion Military Institute Wrestling
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	Date
	
	Day
	
	Opponent
	
	Location
	Time

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oct. 27
	
	Saturday
	
	Georgia Tech Tournament
	
	Pope HS
	
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Atlanta, GA
	

	Nov. 2-3
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	Citadel Open
	
	Charleston, SC
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nov. 10
	
	Saturday
	
	Pembroke Tournament
	
	Pembroke, NC
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nov. 16-17
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	UCF Tournament
	
	Orlando, FL
	6:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. 2
	
	Saturday
	
	Spartanburg Tournament
	
	Spartanburg, SC
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. 26
	
	Wrestlers
	return to campus
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. 28-29
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	Sunshine Open
	
	Lakeland, FL
	3:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. 31
	
	Monday
	
	UCF Dual Tournament
	
	Orlando, FL
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 4-5
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	Lone Star Duals
	
	Dallas, TX
	
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 11-14
	
	Fri-Sun
	
	National Duals
	
	Cedar Rapids, IA
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 19
	
	Saturday
	
	Cumberland University
	
	Lebanon, TN
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	Tournament
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 25-26
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	Meramec Dual
	
	S. Louis, MO
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	Tournament
	
	
	
	

	Feb. 2
	
	Saturday
	
	MMI Tri-Match
	
	Marion, AL
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	MMI, Limestone, Rendlake
	
	
	

	Feb. 9
	
	Saturday
	
	Carson Neuman 
	
	Jefferson, TN
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	Tournament
	
	
	
	

	Feb. 16
	
	Saturday
	
	MMI Tri-Match
	
	Marion, AL
	1:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	MMI, Auburn, Darton
	
	
	
	

	Feb. 23-24
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	Conference Tournament
	
	Darton, GA
	9:00 AM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mar. 13-15
	
	Thurs-Sat
	
	NCWA National Tournament
	Lakeland, FL
	5:00 PM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apr. 6-7
	
	Fri-Sat
	
	National AAU 
	
	Detroit, MI
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	Tournament
	
	
	
	


 WOMEN’S SOFTBALL RECRUITS VISIT MMI CAMPUS 

Top high school fast pitch softball players from around the southeast and as far away as California have made plans to visit MMI this fall with the intent of making a decision on where they will play college softball.  Head softball coach Joe Guthrie has been hitting the recruiting road hard this semester with the intent of signing twenty-four (24) softball players this January for the inaugural 2008-2009 season.

With his coaching background primarily in baseball, Guthrie has used his contacts from that sport to help generate interest in Marion’s newest program.  His recruiting schedule includes stops in Philadelphia, PA (Oct. 5-7 Elite Hitting Clinic featuring San Diego Padres manager Greg Riddoch), Hanceville, AL (Oct. 13-14 Wallace CC – Hanceville), Lancaster, CA (Oct. 20-21 Lancaster Oktoberfest Tournament), Murfreesboro, TN (Nov. 3-4 Tennessee Fall Exposure),  Dalton, GA (Nov. 9 Field of Dreams Fall Showcase), Myrtle Beach, SC (Nov. 10-11 Early Signing Showcase), Birmingham, AL (Nov. 16-18 NFCA Coaches Clinic),  Las Vegas, NV (Nov. 30-Dec. 2 NFCA Annual Coaches Convention), Plantation, FL (Jan. 4-6 Rising Stars Winter Showcase),  and Orlando, FL (Jan.12-13 Higher Ground Softball Clinic).

Still Time To Take Advantage Of New Tax Legislation!

The recently passed Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows MMI donors to make tax-free withdrawals from a traditional or Roth Individual Retirement Account (IRA) directly to Marion Military Institute. Distribution amounts are not included in the donor's gross income and do not factor into any charitable deduction that otherwise would apply to the donor, but will count toward the donor's minimum required distribution.

The donor must be at least age 70 years and six months at the time of the distribution, and the distribution must be made outright to Marion Military Institute and not to a donor-advised fund or supporting organization. The qualified charitable distributions are limited to $100,000 per taxpayer per year for transfers made in 2006 and 2007.

For questions or to make a donation, please contact the MMI Development Office at 334-683-2394 or smckee@marionmilitary.edu. 
Become A Tiger Volunteer

Tiger Volunteers are alumni who help recruit for the MMI Corps of Cadets.  They are MMI’s representation in their hometowns and schools.  The Corps has a mission to increase its ranks by 25% each year.  It’s a difficult challenge, but with your help, we can succeed!  You probably know someone already.  They could be family members, friends, or the son/daughter of a co-worker.  You see them in high schools, churches, scout troops.  They might wait on you in your favorite restaurant, bag your groceries, or cut your grass.  Wherever you go, keep an eye out for prospective cadets.  Tell them about MMI; ask them if they would be interested in learning more about the Corps.  Get their name, address, phone number, year in school, and simply send it in to the Tiger Volunteer Recruiting Office.  It’s so simple.  All it takes is a few minutes of your time.  If every alumnus who receives this request simply sent MMI one name – we would have over TEN THOUSAND prospective cadets. YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  For more information or to submit the name of a prospective cadet, please call SGM Hastings at 334-683-2300, 1-800-MMI-1842, or email dhastings@marionmilitary.edu.
2007/2008 Chapel Guest Speaker Program

This year, we will once again welcome a varied group of speakers to our Honor and Respect Distinguished Speaker Program.  As in past years, we try to accommodate the requests of faculty, cadets, and others to provide a variety in our selection.  Below is a list of distinguished speakers who are scheduled to address the Corps of Cadets during our 2007-2008 academic year.
· BG J.C. (Doc) Bahnsen, USA (Ret), MMI Class of 1952, USMA Class of 1956, October 10 

· COL Gene C. Kamena, USA, Senior Army Rep., Air War College, October 24 

· COL George R. McCurdy, USAF (Ret), MMI Class of 1966, October 31 

· Mr. Charles J. deCaro, MMI Class of 1969, CNN & TV Correspondent, November 11 

· MAJ Meredith Brown, USMC, MMI Class of 1988, November 28 

· MAJ GEN John M. White, ALANG, Air National Guard Adjutant General, December 5 

· COL John Olshefski, USA, Garrison Commander, Redstone Arsenal, January 16 

· BG Robert L. Caslen, USA, Commandant of Cadets, USMA, February 6 (tentative) 

· COL James H. Benson, USMC (Ret), President of MMI, February 13 

· Dr. Randy Cross, English Professor & LTC, Tennessee National Guard, March 5 (tentative) 

· Dr. Jan Goldman, Defense Intelligence Agency, March 19 

· Mr. Tommy Millner, Former CEO of Remington Arms, April 9 (tentative) 

· Mr Jack Lucas, USMC, Medal of Honor, Iwo Jima, April 16 (tentative

If you or anyone you know would be interested in participating in our Distinguished Guest Speaker Program, please contact COL John Gibler at 334-683-2346 or email jgibler@marionmilitary.edu.
The Alabama Military Hall of Honor
As many of you know, The Alabama Military Hall of Honor is located on the MMI campus.  The purpose of the Alabama Military Hall of Honor is to recognize and honor outstanding Alabamians who have distinguished themselves in the Armed Forces of the United States.  It serves as a constant testimony to present and future generations that patriotism and heroism are not forgotten, but ever serve as a challenge for those who are yet to come.  Please consider joining this effort to ensure that this process can be continued.  For information on making a donation or nominating an individual, please contact 334-683-2346 or email COL John Gibler at colgib@aol.com or MAJ Willard Nichols at lenick1@pinebelt.bet. 
Remember to Update the Alumni Office
If you have moved or have any information about yourself you would like to share with your classmates or know someone who does, please call or email the Alumni Office at 334-683-2349 or wrnichols@marionmilitary.edu.  
Calendar of Events

· J.C. Webb Dove Shoot, MMI campus & Webb Plantation, Thursday, October 4

· MMI HS Football vs. Lighthouse Christian, MMI Stadium, Friday, October 5 @ 7pm

· SAT Test Date, MMI campus, Saturday, October 6
· FTX, Thursday – Sunday, October 11-14

· MMI HS Football vs. Tuscaloosa Christian, MMI Stadium, Friday, October 12 @ 7pm

· Parents’ Weekend, MMI campus, Friday – Saturday, October 19-21

· Presidential Advisory Council Meeting, MMI Excess House, Friday, October 19

· Alumni Brigade Board Meeting, Friday, October 19

· MMI Foundation Board Meeting, MMI Board Room, Tuesday, October 30

· Alumni Brigade Dove Shoot, Sam Givhan Farms, Thursday, November 1
· College Basketball, Thursday, November 1 @ 3:30
· SAT Test, Baer Library, Saturday, November 3

· Yellow Hammer JROTC Drill, Saturday, November 3

· Alumni Mixer, Jackson, Mississippi, Tuesday, November 6 TBA
· Alabama Military Hall of Honor Induction/ Parade, MMI campus, Friday, November 9

· Corps marches in Birmingham Veterans Day Parade, Birmingham, Monday, November 12

· Air Force Jazz Band, MMI campus, Tuesday, November 13

· College Basketball, Thursday, November 15 @ 7pm
· Thanksgiving Holidays, Saturday, November 17-24

· Cadets Return from Thanksgiving Holidays, Sunday, November 25

· SAT Test, Baer Library, Saturday, December 1

· Parade, Walter C. Givhan Parade Field, Monday, December 3

· College Basketball, Monday, December 3 @ 7pm
· Military Ball, Ireland Center, Friday, December 7

· College Basketball, Friday, December 7 @ 7pm

· SAT Test, Baer Library, Saturday, December 8

· College Exams, Monday – Thursday, December 10-13

· Prep Exams, Wednesday- Friday, December 12-14
· Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony, MMI campus, Friday, December 14

· Cadet Holidays, Saturday-Saturday, December 15-January 5

· New Cadets Arrive, Thursday, January 3

· Prep Cadets Begin Class, Thursday, January 3

· Returning Cadets Arrive, Saturday, January 5

· College Cadets Begin Class, Tuesday, January 8

2007-2008 Annual Fund Kickoff
MMI will kick off its Annual Fund Drive early next month. Watch for the President’s Annual Fund letter addressing the “Vision” for MMI and its progress thereunto. There is much to be done but, “We can, we will, we must succeed.” 
Quick Links
Marion Military Institute website: www.marionmilitary.edu   
Marion Military Institute Recruiting website: www.mmi-roc.com 
Alumni Brigade website: www.mmi-alumni-battalion.org
Time & Chaos website: www.chaoshost.com (complete listing of MMI events)

Login: MMI 
Password: 2006
White Knights website: www.whiteknights-mmi.freewebsitehosting.com
Judson College: www.judson.edu
Perry County Chamber of Commerce: www.perrycountyalabamachamber.com
The Alabama College System website: www.acs.cc.al.us
This newsletter is a product of the Marion Military Institute Alumni Office.  If you know of someone who would like to receive this newsletter, please have them email Wendy Nichols at wrnichols@marionmilitary.edu.   All comments and suggestions are welcome.
Carrie Robertson Williams ‘94

Director of Alumni Affairs

Marion Military Institute

1101 Washington Street

Marion, Alabama 36756

334-683-2350

cwilliams@marionmilitary.edu
Wendy Rinehart Nichols ‘96
Alumni Assistant and Public Information Coordinator

Marion Military Institute

1101 Washington Street

Marion, Alabama 36756

334-683-2349

wrnichols@marionmilitary.edu
